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In Recognition

Board President

Treasurer

Vice Chair

Founding President

Scott Weidensaul

Kenneth Totillo

James Li

Juanita Roushdy

Secretary
Lena Gallitano

Megan Blackburn

Friends of Hog Island is guided by a dedicated and stable board of directors whose

members bring deep expertise in ornithology, conservation, medicine, finance, the

arts, and nonprofit leadership — and whose passion for Hog Island is deeply

personal. This year, we are proud to report no turnover on the board, a reflection of

the commitment and continuity that has long characterized FOHI's governance.

We are equally proud that 100% of our board members made a personal financial gift

to FOHI this year. This level of participation speaks volumes about the confidence our

trustees place in this organization's mission and its future — and it sends a powerful

signal to funders, partners, and supporters that those closest to FOHI believe

wholeheartedly in the work being done here.

Our sincere thanks go to all these volunteer members for their service, generosity,

and unwavering dedication to Hog Island.

OUR AMAZING BOARD

Nancy Dickinson

Tony Ferrara

Rebecca Gilman

Jess Golumbeski

Anthony Hill

Steve Kress

Sara Morris

Laurie Bragg
ex officio
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Tubular solar system on kitchen roof



This generous support allowed us to fulfill our annual

$50,000 gift to the Audubon Camp — and go further. This

year, we were able to invest in the camp in meaningful

ways: a new Delta specimen cabinet for the preservation of

bird skins in the Queen Mary lab, stainless steel tables and

new coffee mugs for the kitchen, new pillows and pillow

covers for camper comfort, an electric hoist to help better

secure the dock, and birdseed throughout the season to

keep the island alive with activity.

We also received wonderful news about FOHI's endowment,

which was first established in 2011. That fund has grown

substantially over the years and now provides an additional

$50,000 in annual investment spending appropriation for

camp operations — a testament to the long-term vision of

those who built this organization. The endowment

currently stands at $1.3 million, a milestone that speaks to

the strength and sustainability of Hog Island's future.

Looking ahead, we are brimming with excitement for the

2026 season. Volunteer sign-ups have been truly

unprecedented this year — nearly every camp session now

has seven to eight volunteers committed to attend for the

week. The energy and enthusiasm heading into this year is

unlike anything we have seen.

And of course, this summer brings a very special milestone:

the 90th Anniversary of the Hog Island Audubon Camp.

Audubon is planning a weekend celebration in August to

mark this historic occasion, and FOHI volunteers will be

honored with a special appreciation dinner on Friday

evening. The weekend festivities also include a public Open

House on August 22nd, offering workshops, bird walks,

intertidal exploration, talks on Wabanaki history, and more.

We hope to see many of our beloved volunteers and donors

there to celebrate 90 years of the magic that is Hog Island.

Check out more information on Page 16.

With gratitude and excitement for what lies ahead,

As we reflect on the 2025 season, we are filled with deep

gratitude. Last year, more than 100 volunteers

contributed over 5,000 hours of their time to Hog Island,

keeping the buildings maintained, the kitchen running,

and the sleeping quarters welcoming for every camper

who walked through the doors. Their dedication is the

heartbeat of this place, and we are endlessly thankful for

every hour freely given in service to this mission.

Thanks to the broad and growing base of support from

our donors, we closed our 2025 financials once again in

the black. More than 150 people give year after year to

FOHI, and another 50 renewed their connection to the

island last year after taking some years off. We were also

thrilled to welcome 40 new donors into our community! 

Staff Notes

Deana & Adam

DEAR FRIENDS,
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Deana Cavan, Executive Director and Adam
DiNouvo, Volunteer Coordinator, on the dock



Financial Data

The Hog Island Center Endowment remains untouched and continues to

grow through investment returns. Currently valued at $1,316,604, it is

the National Audubon Seabird Institute’s largest endowment fund.

It is Audubon’s policy to apply the spending rate to the average of the

market value of the funds for the preceding 5 years, including the latest

fiscal year, to smooth out the effect of market fluctuations. The current

rate is 5% and this will be subject to an annual review by the Investment

Committee in consultation with the CFO and the Financial Committee.

THANKFUL FOR OUR ABILITY TO
CONTINUE SUPPORTING  CAMP! 2025 Expenses by Class
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Although fundraising was lower in 2025 compared

to 2024, when we asked for extra support after the

destructive winter storms, we still ended the year

with a $5,533 surplus, and our cash position

continues to increase to ensure we are ready if the

camp requires emergency funds. 

Below you can see revenue data provided by

Audubon for the Hog Island Camp. Our $50,000

annual gift and the investment spending

appropriation from the endowment FOHI started

make  up nearly 12% of the camp’s annual revenue.

Mostly thanks to FOHI!



Donor Appreciation
Marilyn Ackley

Carol Adams

Loretta Alden

Robert and Billie Albrittion

Leigh J. Altadonna

Dana Anderson

William and Trina Anderson

Mid-Coast Audubon

Paul J. Baicich

Carol Bailey

Eliza Bailey

Carol Baker

Karlyn E. Barker

Helene Basile

Joe Beaudette, Terry Ford

Rori and Tom Bebko

Jon and Laurel Berrie

Breck and Lois Betts

Barbara Biancone

Elizabeth and Buzz Billik

Cheryl Bishop

Sharon and Randy Blackburn

Elizabeth Blake

Debbie Blicher, Peter Dain

Jack Boak and Karen Berg

Marian Bodine

Jef and Susanne Boeke

Nancy Bond

Jo Ann Bowes

Laurie Bragg

Kathryn Brown

Dorothy N. Brubaker

Richard Brundrett

Marilyn Buhyoff

Judith and Gary Bush

Deborah Butt

Betsy Cadbury, Art Borror

Joel S. Cadbury

Peggy Cadbury, Ching Wong

Dudley Carlson

Kris and Chuck Carlson

Elissa Carter

Val and Tom Carter

David T. Catlin

Deana Cavan

Cynthia K. Christen

Valerie Church-McHugh

Kathryn M. Cleland-Sipfle

Suzanne Clephane

Debora Conrad

Jeff Cox

Kara Cox

Jill Craig

Lisa Curtiss

Rupert Cutler

Judy Das Gupta

Martha Davis

Joel DeCloux

Marion DeGroff

Delaney-Geis Charitable Fund

Kathleen Deupree

Nancy and Michael Dickinson

Julie Dobrow and Lawrence Vale

John Dorsey and Linda Williams

David Doubleday, Betsy Stevens

Anne Douglas Williams

Lise Dumas

Denise Ellsworth

Wallace Elton

Roger and Bev Engle

Arline and Joel Epstein

Neal and Ronna Erickson

Dwayne and Suzanne Escola

Deborah and Will Ethridge

Sally Farr

Anthony and Cheryl Ferrara

David and Valerie Fitch

David and Cindy Fitch

Maureen O'Neil Fox

Stephanie Foy

Cynthia Freese

Benjamin Fuller

Lena B. Gallitano

Diane Geraci

Janet Getgood and Ernie Johnson

William and Marsha Gette

Edward S. Gilman

Rebecca Gilman

Marilyn Glace

Curtis and Sophie Glovier

Sandy Goodwin

Barbara Gordon

2025 FINANCIAL SUPPORT
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L to R, On the Snow Goose: Betsy Cadbury, Joel Cadbury, Tony Musgrave, and Peggy Cadbury
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DONOR LIST CONTINUED...
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Robert W. Gore

Carolyn Gray

Patricia Gurney

Babette Gwynn

Jean Hall

Karrie Hanson, Benjamin Greene

Rebecca Harriet

Edith Harte and Karl Matlin

John and Ann Hassett

Melissa and Timothy Henahan

Marsha Heuer

Anthony Hill

Peter Hinman

Susan Hirschman

Susan E. Hoane

Donna Hocker

Robert and Joan Horn

James Hudson and Greig Stewart

Caroline Janover

Sally Jeffords

Elizabeth Johnson

Susan Kanellakis

Brenda E. Keener

Mitchell Kihn

James Kirchhoffer

Bethany Kraft

Steve and Elissa Kress

Louise Kuflik

Mary and Anthony La Creta

Janii G. Laberge

Deborah Lamperti

Garth LaPointe

Chelsea Lawrence

Joan LeBel

Rita Lee

Kurt and Julie Leemann

Sarah and Steven Lewis

Benjamin and Bonnie Lounsbury

Susan Lunden

Nelle Lyons

Jason Mager

David S. and Linda M. Marsh

Jeff Mason

Barbara Maynard

Susan McAlister

Gail McFarlane

Anne McManus

Liz McQuaid

Holly Merker

Richard Mersereau

Tom and Martha Meyers

Carole Miller

Betsy Miner, Rozanne Gibeau

Karen and William Mook

Craig Morin

David Morrissette

Elsie and Doug H. Morse

Carlos Munoz

Eileen Murphy

Tony Musgrave

Harold and Barbara Namminga

Kathryne Natale

Lorraine S. Novinski’s Estate

Holly O'Shea

Jancie and Lennart Olson

Stephanie P. Herrick

Vinobha Pannerselvam

Lea A. Patrick

Elisabeth T. Peterson

Betsy H. Phillips

Douglas Phillips

Robert and Gaye Phillips

Jacob Plotkin

Pamela and Chris Polloni

Linda Pomeroy

Roberta S. Poor

Susan E. Porter, Howard Snyder

Kathleen C. Potrepka

Richard D. Potter

Colleen Prather

Jean Preis

Mary Rafter

Carol and George Ramsayer

Mary Kate Reny

Reny's Charitable Foundation

Deborah Reynolds

Juanita Roushdy

Edward W. Rose III Family Fund

Elizabeth Rowe

Joy A. Russell

Cynthia and Scott Rutan

Patricia F. Sanborn

Rhoda Schaffer

Elizabeth Schenker

Susan Schubel, Anthony Liss

Sue Schuur

Joanne Sharpe

Eileen and Bill Shaughnessy

Ann Sherman

John and Margaret Sherman

Amy Simmons

Mark Skinner and Judy Stone

Aubrey L Smith, III

Dawn C. Smith

Jonathan ‘J.B.’ Smith

Marilyn E. Smith

Angela Sommers

Curtis and Judy E. Spencer

Ken S. Spirer and Joan Leitzer

Rosemary and Edward Spreha

Kathy Stagl

Steve Stancyk

Gary and Kathleen Starr

Cindy and Mark Stevens

Edith M. Stewart

Tamara Stock and Robin Moody

Nina Stoyan-Rosenzweig

Sarah and Allan Strouss

James Stunkard

John P. Sullivan, III

Megan Sutton

Mike Sutton

Patricia Tanski

Ellen Taus

Elisa Taylor-Goodwin

Maureen and Michael E. Murphy

Fred and Beverly Trail

Joseph Trapani

Barbara Tucker

Maureen Tucker

Susan Twarog

Robin Verhose

Kathryn and David Villano

Peter M. Vincent

Lisa and Steven Wallace

Bob C. Wallis

Deborah Walsh

Helen and Brooks Walsh

Alexander Ward

Amy and Scott Weidensaul

Claire Whitcomb

Kathryn and E. John White

Pamela B. White

Victoria Williams

Annie and Jock Winchester

Suzanne Winsor

Benjamin Wong

Loren and J.B. Wright

Shari Yudenfreund-Sujka

Fredric Zahradnik

Michael Zeloski

Thomas Zissu



Anthony Hill

Bridget Hoke

Amber Householder

Paula Kubisek

Deborah Lamperti

Garth LaPointe

Tom Lecky

Kurt Leeman

Julie Leemann

Noel Leigh

Mark Lena

Kathy Lena

Jeanine Libby

Anthony Liss

Jerry Lord

June Lordi

Susan Lunden

Carolyn Mager

Jason Mager

Moe Martin

Abby McBride

Laura McCarthy

Barbara McEachren

Susan McGaulley

Tom Meyers

Martha Meyers

Beth Morris

David Morrissette

Kimberlie Moutoux

Tony Musgrave

Ulrica Nagel

Toby O'Leary

Holly O'Shea

Tracey OConnell

Jancie Olson

Lennart Olson

Andrew Anderson

Rosie Andrews

Susan Andrews

Amanda Bailey

Eliza Bailey

Carol Baker

Sarah Benson

Zoe Borenstein

Art Borror

Laurie Bragg

Bill Briggs

Betsy Cadbury

Joel S. Cadbury

Peggy Cadbury

Blair Clark

Debora Conrad

Carya Cornell

Lorna Patrick

Linda Pomeroy

Leslie Preston

Shakira Provasoli

Margen Riley

Juanita Roushdy

Joseline Salmeron

Johanna Schlueter

Yael Seligman

Ann Sherman

John Sherman

Mark Skinner

Jonathan ‘JB’ Smith

Asa Snyder 

Pete Snyder

Rosemary Spreha

Cindy Stevens

Mark Stevens

Amber Stewart

Judy Stone

Nina Stoyan-Rosenzweig

John P. Sullivan, III

Santi Tabares Erices

Zelle Tenorio

Beverly Trail

Fred Trail

Maureen Tucker

Alison Vooris

Chris Vooris

Helen Walsh

Patricia White

Linda Williams

Tess Wilson

Phil Woodbury

Sherrie York

Robert Young

Total Number of Volunteers: 105
Total Hours Worked: 5,237

Volunteer hourly rate is $34.79 according to new
data from Independent Sector. This figure represents
the estimated economic impact of volunteer
services, highlighting their significant contribution to
organizations and communities across the state, of
Maine, which ranks in the top ten for volunteering.

Sal Cosmedy

Tom Crockett

Judy Dearborn

Kathleen Deupree

Nancy Dickinson

Kathy Dodge

John Dorsey

Chris Edwardson

Cindy Edwardson

Mary Eggert

Neal Erickson

Ronna Erickson

Anthony Ferrara

Cheryl Ferrara

Michael Garahan

William Gette

Adam W. Hill

Our Volunteers
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Debbie Lamperti, ready to work!
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Remembering Mary La Creta 

         ary was every volunteer coordinator’s dream:

hardworking, ingenious, diligent, good-natured, fast,

thorough, helped others, and had a wicked sense of

humor. It kept her afloat and helped volunteers settle

in and feel comfortable. She was indefatigable and a

joy to be with. I met Mary in 2010 on Hog Island. We

had answered Sue Schubel’s desperate call for help

that summer – not knowing what to expect. That call

set the direction for the next phase of Mary’s life. She

had just overcome breast cancer and was ecstatic to

be in the nurturing embrace of Hog Island’s flora and

fauna, with the ocean breeze filling her lungs with

fresh air. Mary was hooked

She returned in 2011 to help the newly formed

nonprofit, Friends of Hog Island, get the island ship-

shape. Her stay in 2010 inspired Mary to finish her

Bachelor’s degree in environemental education

(2021). For 15 years she often returned for the whole

season as a volunteer or mixed it up a little by being

a camper for a week and then switching to a

volunteer. In the off season, she’d heed my call for

help in FOHI’s home office. In her hands, jumbled

stacks of papers became orderly files and FOHI t-

shirts - oh my! She was a precision folding machine -

hundreds briskly turned into crisp, symmetrical

stacks by size – each a masterpiece in the art of

folding.

Mary did not know “slow “or “no-one will see it”. She

took pride in doing the job right for FOHI, the camp,

and herself; she cared deeply about the camp and

FOHI. She even gently cajoled her husband, the “city

boy,” to become a volunteer.   

M

A tribute by her friend, Juanita Roushdy

Mary, front and center, with aluminum hat and FOHI
shirt on backwards. Photo Credit: Tony Ferrara

A HOG ISLAND LEGEND



Donations can be made in Mary’s honor.

Use this QR code to go to

fohi.org/support/, click on Donate Now

button, and select from the dropdown,

“Make an Honorary Gift” and put Mary’s

name in the Note. Alternatively, you can

always send a check and put Mary’s

name in the check memo. 

Mary’s last visit to Hog Island, 2025
Photo Credit: Juanita Roushdy

A master of organization and folding laundry!
Photo Credit: Juanita Roushdy

“Dear Mary,
You left your loving mark on

every building, pathway, and
garden on the island, and yes,
the laundry room, too! Rain or
shine your laughter was ever

present. We’ll miss you.”

She was all in – heart and soul! She laughed,

encouraged others, loved learning, adventure, the

thrill of travel, Hog Island, and loved being a FOHI. For

a group photo, she would put her t-shirt on

backwards, proudly declaring that she was a “FOHI

VOLUNTEER”. She did everything she could from Day

One to make FOHI and Hog Island a success. She

overcame life’s battles but one. Nonetheless, she

outwitted it and made it to Hog Island one last time in

September 2026; Perfect weather greeted her. Her

beloved Hog Island glistened!

Her joy at being on Hog Island was infectious. No task

was too great nor too much to ask if it benefitted the

island. She was never bored, always finding

something more to do than the assigned tasks – even

those she made fun. 

Where others might find total disarray daunting, Mary

dove right in – cleaning, throwing out, organizing,

enlisting others and before you know it, disarray

became a magazine cover for organization and

cleanliness – whether it be linens, housekeeping

items, camper rooms, tool shed, kitchen tools and

dishes, nothing was beyond Mary’s ability to make it

sparkle and be useful. 
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We are still accepting donations for

the Juanita Roushdy Scholarship

Endowment  to help provide

Indigenous individuals with the

opportunity to experience Hog

Island and all of its natural beauty

indefinitely.

10 2026

Scholarships

The Friends of Hog Island offers a scholarship each

summer for a teen to attend the Coastal Maine Bird

Studies Camp for Teens on Hog Island. Our 2025

winner was Ariah Lowell. To the left, check out her

puffin sketch from the nature journal she created

during her week there.

  he first recipient of the Juanita Roushdy

Scholarship was Lisa Carney Nanibush from

Wasauksing First Nation, Ontario CA, who attended

Joy of Birding last June. She was extremely grateful

for the deep healing she received by spending a

week on Hog Island, and especially for the

opportunity to see Puffins! 

JUANITA ROUSHDY INDIGENOUS SCHOLARSHIP

MAINE YOUNG BIRDERS
CLUB SCHOLARSHIP

"Imagine a place so beautiful, peaceful, and free from the noise of
regular life that it completely resets you. That is what Hog Island‘s Joy of
Birding camp did for me. The calming ocean waves, melodic birds, and
friendly, enthusiastic counselors transported me to a safe, therapeutic,
and tranquil environment. I was welcomed and respected right away to
this joyful community. I experienced early morning bird walks, island

hikes, boat rides, and educational talks. I also enjoyed lots of free time
to explore the island, catch the stunning sunrise, delight in family-like
meal gatherings alongside my fellow campers with phenomenal food,

and utilize the many educational birding resources available to
campers. I left camp feeling more capable than ever to learn about

birds, and the environment. I also left with routines that I will
incorporate in my everyday life. Most importantly I have new friends

that I will forever hold dear to my heart."            –Lisa Carney Nanibush

Use this QR code to make a donation in honor of Juanita online

or send a check and specify that it is for Juanita.

T

Friends of Hog Island - The Guillemot

Lisa Carney Nanibush gazing out
to Muscongus Bay

https://fohi.org/support/
https://fohi.org/support/


Powered by Sunshine: 
Hog Island’s Solar Story

The entire system was assembled and installed largely

by volunteers. FOHI members and supporters worked

side by side to design the system, transport equipment,

mount the panels and bring the project to life. SunPower

provided major support through donated and at-cost

materials. The project also benefited from the leadership

and expertise of several key contributors, including

Benjamin Wong, who helped with design and donated

portions of the system, and Dwayne Escola and his team

who contributed technical expertise. 

Eric Snyder, Hog Island Facilities and Operations Manager,

coordinated the project and helped bring the effort

together. Snyder was first inspired to imagine a solar

system for Hog Island nearly a decade earlier while

conducting a routine Audubon conservation easement

inspection on nearby Cranberry Island, where he saw an

autonomous solar installation that proved what might be

possible.

Years later on Hog, panels were lifted into place, wiring

was run across rooftops and a renewable energy system

slowly took shape through the combined effort of people

who care deeply about Hog Island.

In a year when the Hog Island camp celebrates 90 years of

teaching people about nature and conservation, the solar

project stands as a reminder that caring for the natural

world also means caring for the energy choices we make.

      s Hog Island celebrates its 90th
anniversary this year, it is worth taking
a moment to look up. Not just at the
birds that have inspired generations of
naturalists since 1936, but also at the
roofs of the camp buildings. Up there,
the sun is quietly helping power the
island.

By James Li, FOHI Vice President

In 2016, the Friends of Hog Island

sponsored the installation of a solar

electric system on the roofs of the

Fish House and Bridge buildings.

Ninety-two solar panels were installed

by a team of FOHI volunteers working

alongside Hog Island staff and

supporters. What would have cost

more than $100,000 if installed

commercially was completed for

about $20,000 thanks to donated

materials, at-cost components and a

great deal of volunteer energy.

But the real story of the project is not just
about solar panels. It is about people.

James Li and Joe Beaudette, FOHI Volunteers, Photo by Kimberly Newby

112025-2026 Friends of Hog Island - The Guillemot
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Through a combination of solar production and smart

conservation measures such as LED lighting and efficient

water heating, the system produces slightly more

electricity than the island uses in a typical year. Every

light switched on, every phone charged and every hot

shower enjoyed comes from energy that arrives freely

from the sun.

Since installation, the panels have quietly generated a

quarter-million kilowatt-hours of electricity. Put another

way, that energy is enough to charge a thousand

smartphones every day for more than fifty years, keep a

lighthouse shining through the night for more than five-

hundred years, or lift a one-ton block of concrete to the

summit of Mount Everest more than ten thousand times.

The system produces power year-round and feeds it into the grid. During the quiet winter months when Hog Island uses

little electricity, the solar panels build up energy credits. Those credits are then used during the busy summer season

when the camp is full and energy demand is highest.

The solar project also serves as a teaching tool. The system includes both micro inverters and a traditional string

inverter, representing two of the main technologies used in modern solar installations. For many Hog Island

participants, seeing renewable energy in action becomes part of the learning experience.

The island’s use of the sun did not stop with electricity.

In 2023, volunteers installed a solar hot water system, donated by a FOHI friend, on the Bridge building that supplies the

camp kitchen and Bridge inhabitants with hot water heated directly by sunlight. Rows of evacuated glass tubes on the

roof capture solar heat and transfer it through a closed loop system to the building’s hot water tank.

Even on cloudy days, these tubes collect enough solar energy to generate impressive heat. The vacuum inside each tube

acts like a thermos, allowing temperatures inside to climb while the outside remains cool to the touch. When the

temperature at the roof is higher than the temperature in the water tank, a small pump circulates the captured heat into

the system. The result is wonderfully simple. Hot water from sunlight!

The panels capture sunlight and convert it directly
into electricity for the island. When the project
was first imagined, the goal was ambitious. Solar
power might provide up to 90 percent of Hog
Island’s electricity needs.

But the results have been even better.

2025-2026Friends of Hog Island - The Guillemot

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...

Elements of the solar hot water system,
designed by James Li and Eric Snyder



Additional energy improvements have followed,

including high efficiency heat pump water heaters that

further reduce the camp’s energy use both on Hog

Island and at the mainland shore facility on Audubon

Road.

Protecting birds ultimately means protecting the

ecosystems they depend on, and that includes the

climate systems shaped by the energy we use.

All of these efforts reflect something central to Hog

Island’s mission. For nearly a century the camp has

helped people connect with birds, nature and the

fragile ecosystems that support them. As climate

change increasingly threatens those systems, projects

like this show that practical solutions are already

within reach.

The same sunlight that warms the island, lights

Muscongus Bay and guides migrating birds overhead

now helps power the camp itself. After all, the fuel that

powers Hog Island’s solar systems arrives every

morning, completely free.

It’s called Sunshine!
Eric Snyder and James Li, Photo by Kimberly Newby

Installing solar panels on the Fish House, Photo by James Li
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During the last two years, we lived in the Bingham

Lodge (known today as the Bingham Cottage) back on

the main island, taking a dory around the mussel bar

during the first of those years and a motor boat during

the second year. Both the oars and the motor

produced great bioluminescence at night.

When we first arrived on Hog Island ocean water was

used in a non-potable water system, so if one took a

shower or used the toilet after dark, bioluminescence

sparkled on one’s body and hair, and in the toilet

bowl. The water system was upgraded early that

summer.

     spent the summers of 1966, 1967 and 1968 at the National Audubon Camp

on Hog Island. During 1966 and 1967, I worked as secretary to camp director

Bart Cadbury under the watchful eye of his wife, Ginny Cadbury. Farida Wiley

of the American Museum of Natural History in New York City taught the plant

life class during those years, but retired before the summer of 1968, when I

taught the plant life class.

During the first year, Jim Tate (my now deceased former husband) and I lived

in a second-floor room in the hotel – now known as the Porthole – back

toward the staff cabins on the peninsula. 

Precious
Memories that
Last a Lifetime

Jean and her husband, Jim Tate on Hog
Island in the 1960s

By Hog Island Camper and Instructor, Jean Tate

A group of campers on Hog Island in 1966

One of the two boatmen who ran the Osprey to the islands we visited, Elmer Osier from Round Pond, had a trick

involving the dory that was used to ferry campers to shore. He would tie it off to the stern of the Osprey, using a

bowline knot – but not until the Osprey had started to move quickly. Tying the bowline meant putting one’s hand

through a loop in the rope and retrieving the hand just before the rope was pulled taut and the loop snapped shut.

Whoever tied the knot would have lost that hand if their timing had been off. Elmer tied the knot that way and seemed

to enjoy the challenge.

 When the campers were first ashore on whatever island was being visited, one of the staff would say something like

“Although we have just landed, “____” (a female staff member) has already found a rare bird’s nest! So I want all of the

ladies, and only the ladies, to follow her.” On one of these “rare bird nest” visits, I remember a quite proper woman

spotting a young gull in the bushes and “walking” excitedly over to get a better look at it with her slacks around her

ankles.

2025-2026Friends of Hog Island - The Guillemot
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 I remember, too, the squishy feeling of baby Leach’s storm-petrels soon
after their parents had fed them lots, then left them to mature until ready to
fly from their burrows.

Irish Moss pudding (see recipe on the right) was made

for dessert at least once during each two-week camping

session, using this common intertidal seaweed. 

Each session also included a lobster boil and clam or

mussel bake on the beach. Staff dug for clams and both

bivalves and lobsters spent time in either the big

saltwater aquarium in the Queen Mary or in a crate off

the dock to clear them of sand before cooking, When

the bivalves were steamed it was done under a layer of

rockweed that, according to Joe Cadbury and Art

Borror, had to be laid in a counterclockwise direction.

 “I remember Instructor Art Borror
leading us all in a rousing rendition of

“There’s a Hole in the Bottom of the Sea,”
the words of which I still remember

(with a bit of ad-libbing).” Hog Island from Nash Hill in the late 1960s

I still remember also how much I enjoyed watching the pulsating chromatophores in the squid egg cases I viewed

under a binocular microscope in the Queen Mary lab, too. That, the bioluminescence, and early morning noodling

in tidal pools are among my favorite memories.

All these events happened when I was in my twenties, although I am considerably beyond that now. That’s an

indication of the importance of the memories you continue to help build on Hog Island. Those memories will last a

lifetime.

(Editor’s note: Jean Tate was part of the Hog Island staff for three summers in the late 1960s, including one year as

plant life instructor during the standard, two-week-long natural history sessions. Jean, who plans to attend the 90

anniversary weekend in August, shared these recollections of her time on the island so long ago.)
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152025-2026 Friends of Hog Island - The Guillemot



Hog Island Audubon Camp opened in 1936 with a vision: to teach people about nature conservation and inspire them to

become leaders in the environmental movement in their own communities. Thousands of people have been touched by

the magic of Hog Island over the last 90 years. Today, the camp continues building the legacy of exceptional

environmental education. There are multiple ways to celebrate on the island with us:

90th Anniversary Weekend Session - August 20-23

FOHI Appreciation Dinner & Keynote - August 21, 5-9pm

90th Anniversary Open House - August 22, 9am-4pm

Scan the QR Code to the right to sign up, or go to this link:

https://www.audubon.org/hog-island/explore/90th-anniversary-celebration

We are now accepting pre-orders for exclusive 90

Anniversary merchandise from Wings Custom Apparel in

China, ME (formerly Whitt’s). This specially designed  logo

recognizes that without FOHI, the camp would not have seen

its 90  year and represents FOHI’s commitment to the camp

for its next 90 years. 

th

th

With each item purchased, FOHI will profit $10-$15, all which

will go back to supporting the camp. There will be two orders

placed in late May and July. We prefer that you pick up your

merchandise on the island, but will ship to those not able to

be here this summer.
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Turning 90!

GET YOUR 90  FOHI GEAR!TH

Choose from the items on

the following page, and fill

out the pre-order form with

payment at the QR code

shown right or at the link:

https://bit.ly/90thOrder

https://www.audubon.org/hog-island/camps/90th-anniversary-weekend-session
https://act.audubon.org/a/hog-island-90th-anniversary-dinner?aud_path=%2Fhog-island%2Fexplore%2F90th-anniversary-celebration&aud_cta=text_block
https://act.audubon.org/a/hog-island-90th-open-house?aud_path=%2Fhog-island%2Fexplore%2F90th-anniversary-celebration&aud_cta=text_block
https://bit.ly/90thOrder


VOLUNTEERING UPDATE!

Scan the QR code or go to: https://bit.ly/2025FOHIs

Did you see
our Volunteer
Appreciation

video from
2025?

Thank you to everyone for their enthusiasm to volunteer this

year. Although most camp weeks are full, we do still need

volunteers the week of May 30 - June 5. And we are always looking

for local folks that can come help for a meal, but especially those

willing to help turn over camp on Fridays. Reach out to Adam at

volunteer@fohi.org to let him know you’d like to lend a hand!

Spring Work Week 2025, Photo by Jean Hall
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ITEM

Eddie Bauer Fleece (Dark Gray)
Carhartt Beanie (Brown & Gray)
Northface Backpack (Gray)
Yeti Mug (Navy)

PRICE

$60‌
$30‌

$100‌
$50‌

See Specs and Mock-ups here:
https://bit.ly/90thmerch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lYUbdL8UgtA


THE MISSION OF THE FRIENDS OF HOG ISLAND IS TO
PRESERVE THE LEGACY AND SUPPORT THE CONSERVATION
AND NATURE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF THE AUDUBON

CAMP AT HOG ISLAND, MAINE.

Join us in
Celebration!

Please see our annual appeal included with this report. Your gifts this year are
extra special because they will carry us forward to the camp’s centennial year.

Donate at fohi.org/support or mail to FOHI, P.O. Box 242, Bremen, ME 04551
www.fohi.org  |  info@fohi.org  | facebook and instagram @friendsofhogisland | EIN: 27-3608853.

AUGUST 20-23, 2026


